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N Introduction

Nigeria, Africa’s most populous nation, has a
long history of elections marked by violence,
fraud, and needless controversies. Elections
in Nigeria are an essential component of our
democratic process, and they have played a
critical role in shaping the country's political,
economic, and social landscape. However, In
Nigeria, the electoral process has been
plagued with irregularities, malpractices, and
violence, which has continually undermined
the public trust in the electoral process and
this further threatens the country's fragile
stability.

The 2023 General Election which is one of the
most closely watched elections by voters and
citizens in the country. The election held
amidst increasing voter apathy, insecurity,
voter suppression, has further decimated
voters' trust in electoral integrity and this
might roll back the gains in the participation
of young people in election and governance.
The ‘eventual outcome’ of the election had
far-reaching implications for Nigeria's unity,
security, development, and grassroot political
participation.

Beyond the 2023 election, there have been
several calls for electoral reforms to address
salient and specific issues that characterised
the last general election. Some of which
includes transmission of result, roles of
different stakeholders in the election,
election financing and the role of BVAS and
IREV in electioneering in Nigeria, some of

Result As
Declared
by INEC

107,213

Result As
Collected

51,199

» APC
on IREV

%
Difference

70.72%

which are being debated by the House
committees on electoral reforms.

In this study, we examined and analysed the
election results as declared by INEC viz-a-viz
the results uploaded by INEC staff on the
IREV portal for the just concluded Edo state
off cycle Governorship election. We did this by
analysing election results from all the 4537
polling units as uploaded on the IREV portal.

INEC vs IREV: Anomalies and
Antecedents

Given INEC's antecedent in varying election
results as declared by them and what is on
the IREV, particularly with reference to the
2023 Governorship election in Nasarawa
where we did an analysis of the results
uploaded on IREV from Lafia LGA alone as
againstwhat was announced by INECand we
uncovered a wide disparity in votes accrued
toleading parties.

- What happened in Lafia LGA in the 2023
Governorship Election?

Lafia LGA, with 497 polling units spread
across 13 wards, INEC declared APC the
winner of the election at the LGA level with
107213 while PDP got 41594. According tothe
result sheet uploaded on the IREV portal, the
summation of results from all the PUs, the
total number of votes for APC is 51199 while
PDP is 48770.

41,594
PDP «

48,770

15.90%

Table showing analysis of IREV-INEC 2023 Governorship Election in Lafia, Nasarawa.
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-Observations

In Lafia LGA, while results were cancelled at
Madagwa Watta PU (Ward 2) due to attacks,
elections did not hold at the UNDP Building
PU, and Kofar Usisa PU under ward 7. There
were also cases whereby election results for a
PU were wrongly uploaded under a different
PU. This was the case too in Akwanga LGA,
ward 10, Gyokan Madaki Buku PU.

We also noticed that some of the results
uploaded on the portal were blurry which
may be due to poor handling/low quality of

the BVAS cameras. It is also important to note
that in some of the PUs, there was wrong
summation of the total number of votes
recorded. For example, in Lafia, Ward 11,
Andasime PU, the total number of votes
casted is193 but the INEC officer wrote 263.

Surprisingly, in Lafia LGA, ward 3, Ung Rere
Asonya OP, the election at this PU was
cancelled by the returning officer due to “over
voting”. It should be noted that the polling
unit had 750 registered voters, 192 accredited
voters with a total number of 192 as valid
votes.

BN 2024 Edo State Off-Cycle

Governorship Election

The 2024 Governorship election was among
three major candidates. These include
Senator Monday Okpebholo (APC), Olumide
Akpata (LP), and Dr. Asue Ighodalo (PDP)
The election occurred on 21 September, 2024.

At the end of the election, The INEC State
returning officer, Prof Faruk Adamu Kuta (VC,
Federal University of Technology Minna),
announced that Senator Monday Okpebholo
(APC) polled a total of 291,667 votes to defeat
his closest opponent Dr. Asue Ighodalo (PDP)
secured 247,274 votes with a margin of 44,393
votesdifference.

Despite the occurrence of widespread vote
buying, violence, disruption, and a lot of
verified anomalies that was witnessed during
the election, the election was termed to be
“free and fair” insome quarters

The announcement of the result created
mixed feelings among other party members
and in no time some residents, other party
members took to the streets and gathered at
the INEC office to protest the results as
declared by INEC. These protests happened

simultaneously in different parts of Edo State
with protesters calling for review of election
results.

Senator Monday
Okpebholo (APC)
polled a total of

291,667 votes to
defeat his closest
opponent Dr. Asue
Ighodalo (PDP)
secured 247,274

As announced by INEC
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Our process for analysis and compilation for
the election result involves two distinct
approaches. First, we collated the election
results as announced and declared by INEC
at the State Collation Centre in Edo State.
Secondly, our team scanned through all the
results from 4,466 PUs in all of the 18 LGAS in
Edo State.

As at the time of publishing this report, the
total number of uploads on INEC's IREV
website is 4466 on Sep 27,2024,12115:06 PM

B} Our Methodology

Furthermore, we have also submitted an FOI
letter for certified copies of Form ECBAs
EC8Bs, EC8Cs, Form EC8D, Form EC8E and
Form EC60Es used in the Edo state 2024
governorship election for another level of
verification and analysis.

Finally, for the purpose of our analysis we
focused on the top three candidates/parties
inthe election.

50 Edo State 2024 Election

Result As Announced and
Declare by INEC

In this section, the infographics below highlights the total number of registered voters, accredited
voters and total number of valid votes as announced and declared by INEC at the state collation

officer.

= @ 2,610,730

@D 694,132

(@ Total number of Registered Voters
(@ Total number of Accredited Voters

Ao} GENN 570,690
13,275
G 552,777
(@ Total number of Valid Votes:
(@ Total number of Rejected Votes:

(@ Total number of used Ballot Papers:

Table showing result of 2024 Edo State Governorship as announced by INEC

T
= ) 247,274

B 22,763

(@ Total number of Vote for APC
(@ Total number of Vote for PDP
(@ Total number of Votes for LP
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Red Flags: ®

1. Despite the huge statutory allocation made
to INEC and investment in electoral
education, it is shameful that they could not
get atleast 50% of Registered Voters to come
out and vote. The widening gap between
registered voters and accredited voters
needs to be critically examined and should
drive more innovative approaches to how
people can participate and vote on election
days.

2.0n ballot papers used during the election,
from the numbers presented by INEC and
ordinarily, total number of valid votes and
rejected votes should equate to the total
number of used ballots.

In part 2 above, you will see that 570,690 +
13,275 = 583,965, which does not correlate
with the total number of used ballots in the
election. This could point to a number of
things which includes overvoting,
undocumented ballot papers etc.

=8 Edo State 2024 Election

Result As Collated by
CivicHive on IREV

Asat Oct1,2024, INEC'S IREV portal had received 4,466 PU results out of 4,519. This constitutes
98.83% of expected uploads on the platform. As at the time of this report, out of 18 LGAs in Edo
State, only 5 LGAs have complete PUs results uploaded on the platform. The LGAs include
Esan Central, Owan East, Esan South East, Esan North East, and Igueben LGA.

From our analysis, we collated the following;

E— 2500551
| e

(@ Total number of Registered Voters
(@ Total number of Accredited Voters

G 542143
1 14,184

S 572,841

(@ Total number of Valid Votes:
(@ Total number of Rejected Votes:
(@ Total number of used Ballot Papers:

(@ otal number of Vote for APC
(@ otal number of Vote for PDP

(@ Total number of Votes for LP

Kindly note that this collation only reflects 98% of result uploaded on IREV
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B8 Spotlight on 5 LGAs
(Esan Central, Owan East,
Esan South East, Esan North
East, and Igueben)

Aswe mentioned earlier, as at the time of our analysis, only 5 LGAs have complete results uploaded
on IREV. Below, we did a comparison on what was announced by INEC and what the analysis from
IREV shows.

RedFlags:
3.0n registered voters, we noticed a difference of 21,894 registered voters in what INEC announced
andwhatwe collated on IREV.

Registered voters (INEC) Registered voters (IREV)

64,236

101,501

425,659 403,765

Table showing registered voters as announced by INEC viz-a-viz
what is collated on IREV. Kindly note that results for these 5 LGAs
are completely uploaded on IREV

4.0nTotal Valid votes, which is the total vote accrued by all political parties, we noticed that a
decrease of 2,966 votes in what INEC announced and what we collated.
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Total Valid Vote Total Valid Vote

19,425

22,780

23,637

14,989

15,761 112,795

Table showing Total number of valid votes as announced by INEC viz-a-viz
what is collated on IREV.

5. On votes accrued to the top three parties in these five LGAs, for INEC, we noticed some
discrepancies. For APC, we found out that the results announced are slightly lower than what we
collated from actual result sheets uploaded on IREV. Meanwhile, for PDP and LP, the results
announced by INEC are slightly higher than what is obtainable from what we collated from IREV.
APC
INEC IREV
10,990 10,748

Owan East

Esan
South East

Esan
North East

Igueben

Difference

Table showing Total number of valid votes as announced by INEC viz-a-viz
what is collated on IREV. Kindly note that results for these 5 LGAs are
completely uploaded on IREV
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6. AtaGlance

Looking at the whole election result at a glance. We found out that there is a 20,364 increase in
what was announced by INEC for APC and what was obtainable on IREV. Meanwhile, PDP's
votes had a reduction margin of 12,384 votes.

At AGlance

247274

259,658

Difference

Difference
Kindly note that this collation only reflects 98% of result uploaded and available on IREV as Oct 1,2024

7. Analysis by Senatorial Districts

For ease of analysis, we trisected the data by senatorial district. Edo State is divided into three
senatorial districts which includes Edo North, Edo South, and Edo Central Senatorial District.

- Edo South Senatorial District

In Edo South Senatorial District, at a glance, we uncovered that while INEC announced that
they had 270, 576 Accredited Voters in this district, the numbers as collated on IREV did not
corroborate this. What this means is that there was an ‘insertion’ of 14,444 Accredited Voters
that the result sheets as uploaded on IREV did not capture.

Registered Voters Accredited Voters Total Valid Votes
LGA INEC IREV INEC IREV INEC IREV
Oredo 356,242 356,699 64,802 58,096 62,703 51,205
Lygeen 392,782 382,100 k 58188 48,784 52,262

Egor 242,266 229,725 463 32,741 0! 28,084

R East | 177106 171,447 4 31969 30,783 30,396

Uhunmwonde| 92,169 92174 20,044 20,696 19,223 19,639
Orhionmwon 33196 31542 31,559 29,857
Ovia South | 112,091 101,680 23196 22,903 21,710 21109
West

Total 1,511,916 1,466,249 2705 256,135 248,784 232,552

Difference 45,667 14,444 16,232

Table showing Total Vali

Votes, Registered and Accredited Voters i In Eda South Senatorial District
as announced by INEC and as collated on I
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Particularly, in Oredo LGA, it can be seen that there was an unexplained increase of total valid
votes by 10,498, far more than what INEC announced. This can also be noticed in Egor LGA,
where INEC announced total valid votes of 34,022 meanwhile the collation on IREV reveals
that the number is 28,084. A difference of 5938 votes margin from what was announced
What this could mean is that there might have been some number manipulation at the LGA
collation centre. These two LGAs, Oredo and Egor, accounted for unexplained incongruencies
andthiscanalso be noticed in the differencesin othertables.

In the table below, we cross athe results from the three leading parties in the Governorship
election

LGA IREV INEC IREV

Oredo 17,863 24,938 30,061

gﬁﬁsa 2 17,994 26,382 52,262

Egor RE?) 14,658 14,846
S 1 13126 1531 15,425
Uhunmwonde| 9,095 9339

Orhionmwon 16571 5 14,614

Ovia South | 10,150 10,125 10,260

West

Total 12,088 95906 : 115,502

Difference 16,182

Table showing a cross tabulation of the three leading parties as announced by INEC
and as collated by Civic Hive on IREV

For APC, as you can see from the table above, INEC announced a total of 112,088 votes for APC
in this senatorial district, meanwhile based o n the 98% records on IREV, it showed that APC
had 95,906 votes which is below the announced figure. Is INEC saying that the remaining 2%
yetto be uploaded results accounted for the 16,182 votes margin? The marginal difference can
be noticed in Oredo and Egor LGA, which are also the same LGAs that we flagged for Total
Valid Votes disparities in the previous table. Meanwhile for the Labour Party, we also noticed a
minor difference, particularly in Oredo LGAwhere there is a big gap of 2,201 votes.

Meanwhile for PDP, the data showed that there is a 9,628 vote reduction from what INEC
announced and what we collated. Particularly in Oredo LGA, while the result on IREV showed
that PDP had 30,061 votes, INEC announced 24,938 votes instead. This disparity also occurred
in Ikpoba Okha LGA where OREV showed that PDP had 30,780 votes but INEC announced
26,382 votes.
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- Edo Central Senatorial District
In Edo Central Senatorial District, and as it can be seen from the table below, the marginal
difference for Accredited Voters and Total Valid Votes between what was collated on IREV and
what was announced by INEC is slim except for Registered Voters where we discovered a wide
gap.

Registered Voters Accredited Voter Total Valid Vote

LGA INEC IREV INEC IREV INEC IREV

=
SolthEast | 90,240 89,28 23,390 23,854 22,780 22,839

113,067 107,566 25702 25103 24,691 24,591
54,549 52,263 15,274 14,632 14,989 14,830
106,280 96,637 430 23,849 23,637 22,787
68338 64,236 20,580 20593 20,198 19,425

432,474 409,830 109,376 108,031 106,295 104,472
Difference 22,644 1345 1823

Table showing Total Valid Votes, Registered and Accredited Voters in Edo Central Senatorial District
s announced by INEC and as collated on Il

In this district, the number differences are still admissible given that there is a 2% yet to be up
resulton IREV.

Unlike Edo South Senatorial District, the marginal difference between INEC and IREV
numbers are close which cansstill be attributed to the yet to be uploaded on IREV portal.

INEC IREV INEC IREV

8398 8,477 14,199 14,151

12,952 12,746 2 AL 11,004 1,209
5907 5908 4 4 8,470
Nor(h East 10648 1,005 12,522
10,990 10,748 4 8,618
48,895 48,884 K 2 54,813

Difference n

Table showing a cross tabulation of the three leading parties as announced by INEC
and as collated by Civic Hive on IREV
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However, for LP, we noticed that there is a reduction in what INEC announced for the party. In
this region, LP polled 1,820 votes meanwhile INEC announced 1,546 votes for the party.

- Edo North Senatorial District

In Edo North Senatorial District, we noticed the same marginal disparities as seen in Edo
South. In the table below, We noticed that around 34% of the total number of registered voters
came out tovote on election day.

Registered Voters Accredited Voters. Total Valid Vote
LGA INEC IREV INEC IREV INEC IREV

Etsako 4
West 186,449 173,236 54,304 51,816 52,226 50,306

Etsako .
Contral 59,430 56,668 21,465 21m3 20,851 20,431

OwanWest 67,076 69,712 24,30 24192 23,904 23278
Etsako East = 102,754 92,597 35,084 34,276 30926 35,227
Owan East 106,252 101,501 34,618 34,789 34,157 32,914
Akoko Edo | 144,379 130,538 54,395 46137 53,547 42,963
Total 666,340 624,252 224777 212,323 21561 205119
Difference 42,088 1,854 10,492

Table showing Total Valid Votes, Registered and Accredited Voters in Edo South Senatorial District
as announced by INEC and as collated on IREV

For the three leading parties in this region, the table below shows the difference in the
numbers collated as collated on IREV and as announced by INEC.

APC
LGA INEC IREV IREV
Etsako
et 32,107 31,042 17,381

Contra e s 8,455 8326

Owan West 12,277 12,458 1,284 367
Etsako East 20,167 25,531 9,683 10,222
Owan East 19,380 14,189 14,192
Akoko Edo 34,847 15,865 18,677

Total 130,684 126,513 76,959 80,165

Difference 417 -3,206

Table showing a cross tabulation of the three leading parties as announced by INEC
and as collated by Civic Hive on IREV
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Inthe table above, we discover that there isa reduction in the announced votes polled by PDP
while the result polled by APC increased as announced by INEC. This has been an occurring
pattern across other senatorial districts.

8. OverVoting, Anomalies & Inconsistencies

We uncovered a lot of over-voting and anomalies in the conduct of our analysis. Particularly,
we found the over-voting in the following Pus;

- Etsako East LGA, Okpella IV Registration Area, Imioko quarters Imiosha PU, Elite Sec Sch PU,
among others®

- Etsako East LGA, WEPPA Registration Area, Oshollo Primary Sch PU*

- Ata PU in Akoko Edo, itis surprising to see that out of 1,009 registered voters in Ikakumoh PU,
1,006 came out to vote and 1,004 of the voters voted for APC while only 2 voted for PDP.
Meanwhile, SDP and ZLP had party agents in that PU who didn't vote for their parties but
signed the Form EC8A.

- In Ovia South West LGA, in 16 PUs spread across several wards, We found that the Presiding
Officers intentionally left out some details without entering any date for boxes like number of
accredited voters, number of registered voters, total valid votes etc.

-Inanother several PU in Etsako East, we uncovered another incongruence in total valid votes
scored and total valid votes recorded™

In Several LGAs which includes Esan Central, Owan East & West LGA, we uncovered a lot of
irregularities with data entry by Presiding Officers. Either is a ruse to get the PUs result
cancelled oritisduetolack of training, we cannot posit.

Our team also uncovered inconsistencies and result manipulations in the following LGAS
which includes Etsako East, Etsako West, Egor, and Oredo LGA. We noticed variance result
collation and recordings which could undermine the credibility of election results at the
polling units

For a more detailed and comprehensive analysis of the results, CivicHive have submitted an
FOI letter to INEC certified copies of Form EC8As EC8Bs, EC8Cs, form EC8D, Form ECSE and
form EC60ESs used in the Edo state 2024 governorship.

Recommendation:
- Civic Hive recommends an immediate investigation on the activities of Presiding Officers in
Etsako East and Oredo LGA and across other LGAs whose activities undermine the trust in
election processand credibility of election resuilts.

- While Civic Hive commends the quality of election result pictures uploaded on the IREV
platform as against previous elections, we recommend that INEC transmission of results
should be made mandatory for all Presiding Officers at every polling unit and this should also
be codified intothe ongoing electoral amendment at the National Assembly;
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- Civic Hive also recommends that INEC and the National Assembly should start looking at
new opportunities and lessons from other democracies on innovations and new avenues that
registered voters can vote on election day seamlessly without undermining the integrity and
transparency of the electoral system. The widening gap between registered voters and
accredited votersis not good.

- It is also expedient of INEC to start exploring innovative ways to collate and announce
election result without needless bureaucracies and gaps that allows for manipulation of
results;

Conclusion:
Ensuring electoral integrity and transparency is critical to our democracy and the promotion
of participatory governance. The occurrence of violence, bribery, thuggery, collation
disruption and absence of electoral transparency, that played out in the just concluded
election will continue to deepen citizen's lack of trust in the electoral process and increase
voters'apathy.

Asan organisation, we believe that citizens have rights to credible elections.
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Image 1: FOI letter submitted to INEC



Edo State Election Narative Report

Purcenings difference bmtwean INEG v IFEY (Rusilt uplosded sofar]

[wrm Wt Bt

Eaan Wist.

azctn Dine

[——




Edo State Election Narative Report

Eteaan Wact
Fhiiress Cirral
Etsasn Enst
Gman ERB
Orttionmman
Outn Saun wwst
Esan Marh East
Exee Cariral
hacha Edo

Esae South East
ain Florin Ewnl

Comman Vet
Esan Wost

It Chem




Edo State Election Narative Report

Parceniags d Hfarence Satwean INEC v IREY (Rosilt uplesded 2o far)

] L5433

o st
Cwar Eant
Crniorurram
(G Bun v
a1 Mot East
Ean Sl
e

ez

Ewirt Sanh Eat
(o B L

Cwvar, mici
s i

lazctn ke

[ E] 3 3|




Edo State Election Narative Report

2,




Edo State Election Narative Report

APC and FOP number of votes per LGA (INET vs IREV)
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